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PRESS RELEASE 

1 June 2012

Artists come together to secure Manchester gallery’s future

Artists, curators and collectors from around the world donated 68 artworks in support of Manchester’s Castlefield Gallery (CG), one of the longest established and well known organisations for developing artists in the North of England. 
A total of £32,350 was raised at an auction held to raise funds for the gallery, with Liam Spencer’s Deansgate and Whitworth Street at Twilight achieving the biggest single sale at £6,000. 

Of the 62 artists whose work was bid for online and then at the auction, 32 are based or have deep connections with Manchester.

The auction, which took place on Wednesday May 30, included works from Pavel Büchler, an internationally renowned artist and influential teacher living in Manchester; Leo Fitzmaurice (Northern Art Prize 2011 winner); Lubaina Himid MBE; Mark Leckey (Turner Prize 2008 winner); Haroon Mirza (Silver Lion, Venice Biennale 2011); Tim Noble & Sue Webster; Hans-Ulrich Obrist; Olivia Plender (British Art Show and Tate Triennial); Peter Saville; David Shrigley and Liam Spencer. 

The event was hosted by Pavel Büchler assisted by Stephen Snoddy, Director of New Art Gallery Walsall. Author, DJ and journalist Dave Haslam rallied the crowded gallery which doubled up as auction room to make the ground breaking sales for a Manchester contemporary art charity auction. 

Director Kwong Lee said: “Team CG has rediscovered the entrepreneurial spirit that started Castlefield Gallery in 1984, when artists and art lovers got together to build a gallery to showcase emerging contemporary artists. The 2012 auction has demonstrated how the various generations of artists continue to value CG’s impact on the art scene in Manchester. It has also given us great encouragement to see Manchester’s collectors out in force in support of CG and buying work by so many Manchester and UK artists.”

Dave Haslam said:  “In 1984 in its original home on Liverpool Rd, Castlefield Gallery was one of a small number of pioneering and alternative ventures which brought life back to rundown parts of post-industrial Manchester and helped lay the foundations for the city's renaissance in the 1990s. As well as this illustrious history it has a very relevant and valuable role to play today. It has built strong and significant relationships with artists and art lovers which can never be replicated. It provides a bridge, if you like, between artists-led initiatives and the big cultural institutions in this city. I'm a big fan of the city's major cultural institutions, but in the same way the music scene would die off if we only had the M.E.N. Arena and the Apollo, so a healthy art scene needs not only the bigger venues but also the smaller, the pioneering and alternative venues working close to the grassroots. That's why we're all here lending support to Castlefield Gallery.”

Stephen Snoddy said: “The auction was not only a real financial success but demonstrated strong support that CG has from artists, the cultural sector and the public in Manchester and the North West. It has been at the forefront of regeneration of the Castlefield area and has been crucial in the development of young artists in Manchester.”

CG has always been an important part of the arts ecology in Manchester, in both its development of artists in their formative years and its ‘edgy’ curated presentations of new and critically engaged art to audiences. Its programme has included subsequent Turner Prize winners and national and international exhibitors, e.g. in the British Art Shows, Tate Triennials and the Venice Biennale. It has also mentored artists who have gone on to win major commissions, e.g. Manchester collective Owl Project who have just launched their Cultural Olympiad Artists Taking the Lead project in the North East.

Current Tatton Park Biennial exhibitor Hilary Jack, whose work Racquet was bought in the auction by a local collector, said: “Over the past fifteen years Castlefield Gallery has played a crucial role at all levels in my career as an independent artist and as co-curator of Apartment, Manchester. CG has provided the cultural and educational backdrop to the region’s burgeoning art scene while playing an important and respected role in the UK’s cultural landscape.” 
The money raised will help to secure the organisation’s future as a leader in artist development in the North West of England.

In the past, the gallery received revenue funding from Arts Council England (ACE), and also, thanks to ACE, owns its city centre venue. During this period of public spending cuts, CG has been reshaping its business model so that it can raise enough income from a diversity of sources to continue its small but significant organisation for the next generations of artists and audiences. Its new income generation plans have already brought in major successes in the form of project funding from ACE for the next 2 years, and research funding from Manchester Metropolitan University. This auction is crucial to CG’s survival while other streams of earned income are developed over the next 12 months. 

Full list of artists in the auction:  David Alker & Peter Liddell, Iain Andrews, Magda Archer, t s Beall, Alan Birch, David Blandy, Andrew Bracey, Pavel Büchler, Gordon Cheung, Elaine Constantine, Ben Cove, Gordon Dalton, Shezad Dawood, Jane Chavez-Dawson, Mike Chavez-Dawson, Oliver East, Tracey Eastham, Chris Evans, Simon Faithfull, Doug Fishbone, Leo Fitzmaurice, Dave Griffiths, Mary Griffiths, David Gledhill, Rachel Goodyear, S Mark Gubb, Tom Hackney, David Hancock, Sarah Hardacre, Harry Hill, Lubaina Himid, James Ireland, Hilary Jack, Samson Kambalu, Naomi Kashiwagi, Mark Leckey, David Mackintosh, Susie MacMurray, Jude MacPherson, Jim Medway, Haroon Mirza, Fionna Murray, Tim Noble & Sue Webster, Hans Ulrich Obrist (curator), David Osbaldeston, Owl Project, Olivia Plender, Magnus Quaife, Jill Randall, Ian Rawlinson, Arthur Roberts, Kim Rugg, Emma Rushton & Derek Tyman, Peter Saville, Dallas Seitz, Mit Senoj, Richard Shields, David Shrigley, Rebecca Sitar, Liam Spencer, Roger Stephenson, Jason Thompson and Alison Turnbull.
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